


Webinar on digital Bangladesh:
reimagining skills for a post-pandemic ICT sector

BYLC celebrated World Youth Skills Day with
a virtual roundtable, joined by eminent
industry leaders, on our Facebook page

 

On the occasion of International Youth Day, 
with support from United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) 
Bangladesh, BYLC organized a virtual 
webinar to understand how the youth of 
the country can be engaged in community 

development. Speakers also discussed how 
best young people can be represented when 
designing interventions for a post-pandemic 
economy. The webinar hosted government 
representatives and experts from the public, 
private, and civil sectors.

Webinar on the role of youth in economic
development: impact of COVID and ways to overcome 
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NEW BEGINNINGS

BYLC signs new project with the
Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
BYLC signed a five-year partnership 
agreement for phase 2 of its Building 
Bridges through Leadership Training (BBLT) 
and Building Bridges through Leadership 
Training Junior (BBLTJ) program with the 
Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
(EKN) in Dhaka in October 2021. The new 
partnership will enable 3,000 secondary 
school, high school, and college students 
from English medium, Bangla medium, and 
Madrassa backgrounds to develop their

leadership, problem solving, and 
communication skills and translate their 
learning into action by serving in the 
community. Participants of the BBLT and 
BBLTJ programs will design and execute 375 
service projects in local communities to 
address pressing social issues such as 
gender equality, climate change, access to 
quality education for all, social cohesion 
and community building, and health and 
hygiene.

Completion of the Promoting
Equality for Madrassa Students
(PEMS) project
The year-long PEMS project, supported by 
the US Embassy in Dhaka, ended in July 
2021. Under this project, more than 550 
Madrassa students in Chittagong were given 
training on active citizenship, tolerance, 
inclusiveness, and public speaking. 

Completion of the Youth Leadership for an
Inclusive and Prosperous Bangladesh (YLIPB)

The three-year-long YLIPB project, 
supported by Manusher Jonno Foundation 
(MJF) and Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office (FCDO) of the UK, 
ended in August 2021. Through this project, 

we were able to reach over 14,000 direct 
beneficiaries and develop more than 2,400 
changemakers who were actively involved in 
voluntary activities, while engaging more than 
340 youth in income-generating activities. 
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GOVERNING BOARD

Akhter Matin Chaudhury
Chairperson

Akhter Matin Chaudhury is a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants in England and Wales, a Fellow of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of Bangladesh, and a Fellow of the 
Institute of Chartered Secretaries of Bangladesh.

Ejaj Ahmad
Founder and President

Ejaj Ahmad is a social entrepreneur with extensive professional and
academic training in leadership. He is the recipient of the Ashoka
Fellowship, Eisenhower Fellowship, and Harvard Kennedy School’s
Rising Star Award. 

Homayara Ahmed
Member

Homayara Ahmed, assistant professor at the Institute of Business 
Administration (IBA), University of Dhaka, is an expert on human 
resource management. She is an external consultant of Monower 
Associates, and a member of University & Industry Alliance, a 
non-profit management and educational consulting center under 
University of Dhaka. 

Manzoor Hasan OBE
Member

Manzoor Hasan OBE, a barrister, is currently the Executive Director of 
the Centre for Peace and Justice, BRAC University (Bangladesh), and 
Chair of the United Nation Convention Against Corruption Coalition 
(Germany). He was previously the Founding Executive Director of 
Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB).

Pial Islam
Member

Pial Islam, founder and managing partner of pi Strategy 
Consulting, was previously a Global Leadership Fellow at 
the World Economic Forum.

Zafar Sobhan
Member

Zafar Sobhan, editor of Dhaka Tribune, is a 2009 Yale World Fellow 
and a 2005 Young Global Leader of the World Economic Forum.

Saima Chowdhury
Member

Saima Chowdhury is the founder and CEO of Noi Solutions LLC, a 
global apparel sourcing company based out of New York. Noi 
Solutions ranked 300 in the 2014 Inc. 500 list of the fastest growing 
private companies in the US.

Farzana Kashfi
Member

Farzana Kashfi is a development professional, working towards the 
empowerment of adolescents and youth for over a decade. She 
started her career in Bangladesh at BRAC in 2008, developing and 
leading initiatives for the social and financial empowerment of 
adolescent girls across the country.
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INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD

Sultana Afroz
Member

Sultana Afroz, a career bureaucrat, is the former Chief Executive 
Officer at the Public Private Partnership Authority of the Prime 
Minister’s Office with the rank of Secretary.  

Ronald Heifetz
Member

Ronald Heifetz, King Hussein bin Talal Senior Lecturer in Public 
Leadership at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of 
Government, was the founding director of the Kennedy School’s 
Center for Public Leadership.

Max Klau
Founder and President

Max Klau, a developmental psychologist with an experience in 
leadership in complex systems, is presently the chief program officer 
at New Politics Leadership Academy, an organization dedicated to 
recruiting and training alumni of service programs (the military, 
AmeriCorps, TFA, City Year, Peace Corps, and related experiences) for 
a career in public service. 

Barbara Kellerman
Member

Barbara Kellerman, James McGregor Burns Lecturer in Public 
Leadership at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of 
Government, was the Founding Executive Director of the Kennedy 
School’s Center for Public Leadership.

Gowher Rizvi
Member

Gowher Rizvi, advisor to the Honorable Prime Minister of Bangladesh, 
is the immediate past director of the Ash Institute for Democratic 
Governance and Innovation at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy 
School of Government. 
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OUR CORE PARTNERS



CONTACT US

follow us on

(02) 883 3519
bylc.org       info@bylc.org
Medona Tower (Level 12)

28 Mohakhali C/A, Dhaka 1213

https://www.facebook.com/youthleadershipcenter /https://www.instagram.com/insta_bylc https://twitter.com/bylctweets https://www.youtube.com/user/bylcmedia /https://www.linkedin.com/company/bylc


